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NOT just a fistful of dollars, but £1,000,
the p]unch into a boxing club at I.Iatlehn:lp- B by Amanda Barrell

ton.

And now the club is ready for a new round in its
futare, by expanding to give more youngsters a
fighting chance.

Stephen Bailey, who runs Littlehampton Box-
ing Club, said he would not have been able to even
start it without the £1,000 grant from Littlehamp-
ton Town Council, let alone expand.

“Thad nothing, no gloves, no equipment, and you
can’t expect kids to keep coming when you're like
that!

“I know it sounds like a cliché, but my motiva-
tion is that it keeps the Kids off the streets, and
out of the parks. 1 have been working wl(h the
younger bays, the under-17s,
but there are more and more
older lads who want to get in-

FIGHTING ON:
Stephen Bailey

is grateful for a cash
grant that has put the
punch into his
boxing club

amanda barrell@ittlehamptongazette:co.uk

volved, so I have started another class.”
Stephen, who has been boxing since he was nine
years old, said the elub was about more than spar-

ing.
“It's not about learning to fight, it’s about huili\-
ing confidence and self-belief.

“People are less likely to get into trouble, or be
bullied, if they have confidence.”

He added that he was really happy to see mem-
bers coming back to the club, which started six
months ago, week after week.

“It's great to see the dedication and the determi-
nation of these boys. To see underprivileged kids
really enjoy themselves, really get info something
and go home sweating, is amazing,”

‘The grant paid for all the basic equipment, in-
cluding ropes and gloves. He plans to apply for
further grants, or attract a sponsor, to buy full
bags for the older members,

The new classes, for anyone aged over 17, will

run from 7-8pm at Wick Hall, Wick Street, Wick,

following the under-17s session, from 6-7pm. For
more information, call Stephen on 07884 072572.

It’s great to see
the dedication
and determination
of these boys

STEPHEN BAILEY
LITTLEHAMPTON
BOXING CLUB
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